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Two Events For 2014 A Success, Five To Go!

In our last newsletter we reported to you that we had seven events for 2014 planned.  The first two 
events, “Northwest Indiana Gives Day” on February 12th and the “Doo-Wop Concert” at the Aquatorium 
on February 16th were both quite successful.  Henry Farag’s concert at the Aquatorium was a smash hit 
and completely sold out.  $580 was donated through “Indiana Gives”.  So we’re off to a great start.  Next 
up is the “Pizza-Sushi Party” at the Aquatorium May 9, 2014.

1. Pizza-Sushi Party” at the Aquatorium!

“Pizza-Sushi Party” at the Aquatorium.  The May 9, 2014 Pizza-Sushi Party has been expanded!  
Now it’s not only a pizza party, but also a “Pizza-Sushi Party”.  That’s right for only $25 you can 
join your friends and neighbors on a spring gala featuring pizza from Miller Pizza Company, 
Flamingo Pizzeria, and Ono’s Pizza plus sushi from Tommy Z’s in Valparaiso.  It is a Friday at 
5:30pm until 7:00pm and refreshments will be served, it’s only $25 a person and on display will 
be a ¼ size mock-up of the glider that will be erected on the 25ft. high pole in August.  So come 
and enjoy the pizza, the friendship, the sushi and take a look at the glider and the plans it’ll be a 
hoot.  We have a coupon below for your submission for tickets.  See you there. 

2. A Rutsen-Rogge Party August 15, 2014 at 5:30pm

August 15, 2014- 5:30pm thru 7:30pm cocktail party at the Rutsen/Rogge beach shack, kicking 
off our big weekend dedicating our Glider on a pole.  This is $60 per person and $100 per 
couple.  If you haven’t been to Sue Rutsen’s new house this is your opportunity, if you have 
been, you know you want to come back.  In addition, our guest of honor will be Dr. Thomas 
Crouch, the Curator Emeritus of the Air Space Museum at the Smithsonian.  Dr. Crouch had 
come to Gary in the 80”s looking for the Chanute Dune and noted that the boarded up bathhouse 
would be a wonderful place to honor Octave Chanute.  He’s been at several of our past events 



and has been a staunch supporter of the Aquatorium Society.  

3. Watch the Glider Being Erected On The Pole 8/16/14 at Noon

August 16, 2014 at 12 noon we will have a box lunch in the Chanute Garden and while we sit 
there and eat out food Shannon Smith, Greg Gondell, and the crew will actually attach the glider 
to the pole in the southwest corner of the Chanute Garden.  The pole will unceremoniously be 
installed a month earlier giving time for its anchors to cure.   This should be really something to 
see and its only $25

4. Free Lecture 8/16/14 at 3pm

August 16, 2014 at 3pm Dr. Tom Crouch of the Smithsonian will give a free lecture to the public 
upstairs of the Aquatorium on the significance of Octave Chanute’s place in history.  He gave a 
similar lecture in 1996 on the 100th anniversary of Chanute’s first flight.  I know we all enjoyed it 
18 years ago but we can’t quite remember what it was he said so we’re looking forward to his 
coming back.  This event is open to the public and free. 

5. 24  th   Annual Event 8/16/14at 7:30pm  

August 16, 2014 at 7:30pm this is the Annual Event of the Aquatorium Society.  Tickets this year 
will be your age, or $75 per person your choice.  In addition to the food, good fun and band we 
will have a special ceremony and light turning on ceremony for the glider.

You can be a sponsor!

In addition, you can become a sponsor of the glider by contributing $200 or $250 per couple.  Your 
names will then be on the monument at the base of the glider.  These names will be read at our event on 
August 16th and will be there in a paper format before finalizing the memorial in another median.  



For A Good time, Fill Out This Coupon:

Yes, I want to go to the Pizza Party, May 9, 2014 at 5:30pm, I enclose find my check for $________ for ____ number of $25 
tickets.

Yes, I want to go to the Rogge-Rutsen Party August 15, 2014 at 5:30pm, I enclose my check for $ _______ for _____ tickets 
($60 per person, $100 per couple).

Yes, I want to see the Glider erected at the box luncheon August 16, 2014 at 12 noon, I enclose my check for $ _____ for 
______ $25 tickets.  

Of course I wouldn’t miss the “24th Annual Event” August 16, 2014 at 7:30pm, I enclose my check for $ ______ for ______ 
tickets at $75 per person or my age.  

Yes, I want to sponsor the plaque for:  (A) The Glider ____   (B) The Tuskegee Airmen ____  $200 per person/ $250 per 
couple.

Please mail coupon to: 

The Society, 

607 S. Lake St., Gary, IN 46403.

Thank you,

The Society

Where’d the Money Go, Where’d The Money Go, Where’d the Money Go!

All contributions to The Society are at least 95% effective, that is to say only 5% of the money is used 
for fund raising, at the most, the rest of the money goes into our projects.  Our current budget for the two 
planes, the glider on one side and the World War II Fighter on the other side are $60,000.  This may 
increase as the projects are a little more difficult than we first anticipated.  Once we have installed the 
glider we will give you a complete breakdown of its budget and estimate for the World War II Fighter on 
a pole.  As always the books for The Society are opened for anyone that wishes to look at them.  We 
recently filed our income tax return for the year 2013 and they, and all the returns we have filed for the 



last 20 years are available for anyone who wishes to peruse them.  We have three goals in The Society: 
(1. To restore the old bathhouse into a useable building that will last into the next century.  (2. To honor 
the Tuskegee Airmen and Octave Chanute.  (3. To have a good time along the way.  Please help us in all 
three endeavors.

The Society


